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Hello and welcome 

Welcome to Georgian Bay Islands National Park. We hope that 
you will enjoy your stay here, among the famed 30,000 Islands 
on the doorstep of Muskoka. 

The park, with its total land area of only $5.4 square miles, is 
comprised of nearly 50 islands, or parts of islands, scattered 
along 40 miles of the Georgian Bay coastline from Macey Bay to 
Moose Deer Point. Beausoleil Island, some five miles long and 
almost a mile wide, is the largest in the system. Lying just off 
Honey Harbour and visible from the Midland waterfront, Beau- 
soleil is the interpretive hub and the focal point of Georgian 
Bay Islands National Park. Mystical Flowerpot Island is 90 miles 
to the northwest of Beausoleil, off the tip of the Bruce Peninsula. 
The administration building, maintenance wharf and staff housing 
area are located on the mainland at Honey Harbour. 

Access to all camping, day-use, picnic and swimming areas 
is solely by boat. If you trailer your own boat, you will find 
launching ramps and parking facilities at commercially operated 
marinas in such centres as Midland, Penetanguishene, Honey 
Harbour or, for Flowerpot Island, at Tobermory. Water-taxi 
services and boat rentals are also available. 

The eastern sector of the park is most easily accessible from 
Midland and Penetanguishene, along Highway 12, or Honey 
Harbour at the terminus of Highway 501 and Muskoka Road 5. 
Flowerpot Island may be reached from Tobermory at the 
terminus of Highway 6. 


Where to stay 
Those of you who plan to stay for more than a day will want to 
know about our camping facilities. 

Beausoleil Island offers 12 areas with a total of 207 camp- 
sites. The largest of these is Cedar Spring, located near the main 
dock north of Papoose Bay. This camp provides 87 sites with 
services which include piped water, showers, flush toilets, kitchen 
shelters, stoves, fireplaces and picnic tables. The other camping 
areas on the island provide tent pads, dry pit toilets, stone stoves, 
picnic tables and in some cases, kitchen shelters. These primitive 
campsites include such areas as Thumb Point, Tonch Point, 
Sandpiper Bay, Little Dog, Minnehaha and Frying Pan Bay. 
‘Twenty-two campsites are located at three primitive campgrounds 
on Bone Island and on Islands 92 and 95B. Flowerpot Island has 
six primitive sites, 


‘uawapiony anuj, 
so] jueUISeUMT nad qos UR} [190 UN 19 DUIAIP 219109 anbyanb sed spy 
-1npd sowwoy,p s[youd s9[ uaIeA0A xn9 ‘sunay ap siod sao sueq 
sa}jaunyeuins saauessind sap sed a9}uey jlessiesed sna] “2Anegmeqos 
Dan|fe Uos 9av “nb “jt 9)}99 Ua.A}1qeY,U SuDIpUT so] steLeE 
sda) sieanew sed xnasaguep 
yio9y 29 ap auasgad vy anaiesiavu ne ayeuars azeyd uy, 
“RAVSEIN SA}NYO XNE UI[NOWUEYW Say! Sap BA “9asaWgNs 
juawaljansed ‘inb xnoqoos udWadivas9 Suo] UN,p ansed yey 9I1q 
“a4gytp us y2adse uos 19 suoNeIDN|a Sap JUaWasesd9,| 14Ns Sed 
B,U ods9Mof4 ‘Jued Np Safi azyne XN JUdWaeNUOD ‘suNay op 
sjod ap 2us40] vy wast ‘paid ana] e inoyans sasn “inb s191}1d 
Sap 9[0S1 19 $9}}035 Sap 9sna9 € nea, ‘spaid sjuao xnap v,nbsni 
JUDAQI2.S INb auteD[ed 9p Sastepey sap 21AN0d9p Uo ‘EI 9q] ‘2dIe] 
ne 21Yo,s 2190) 90ds 9] 4e9 “J9TNf ua juawWalja) sed inad ou UO 
‘gonag ajnsuludd vf ap nog ne 299 v] aq ‘sastidins sap ajuasgad 
‘gioyuadns ap sai ¢6p anb v,U Inb “}odsaMOf4 3]1,1 ap 101 97] 
Jods MOLY OUT 


DuNoU Sif PULLS! SMI 2A18 YoYM ,,1Odz2moy,, 9p Jo 240, 
sun3ayj 2p Siod 9p 9UNJ0) UP 4194203 S9p WOU UOS 23N 10dI3MO}4 91T 


Swimmers enjoy waters around Squaw Rocks 0 \ 
Les plaisirs de l'eau, prés des rochers Squaw = +\ 


ee ; = BOS 

Your stay is limited to a maximum of two weeks and camp- 
sites are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. Docking 
and mooring facilities for cruisers and sailboats are provided at 
Cedar Spring, Ojibway Bay, Panhawke, Lost Bay and Bone 
Island. The maximum tie-up time at any one dock is 48 hours. 

Group camping facilities, available to recognized groups by 
advance reservation with the park superintendent, are located 
on Beausoleil Island at Christian, Sunset and Beausoleil points. 

The Cedar Spring campground is in operation from about 
May 15 to September 15, but this can vary due to weather condi- 
tions. The primitive areas are open year-round, accessibility 


depending upon ice conditions on Georgian Bay. From December 


through March, winter camping, snowshoeing and cross-country 
skiing are increasing in popularity. 


Day use and picnic areas 

Facilities for one-day outings and picnics are provided on 
Beausoleil Island at Cedar Spring, McCabe Rock, Wana Kela, 
Bass Rock and Blueberry Point, and on Flowerpot Island. 
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These include picnic tables, barbecues or fireplaces, and docking 
areas. Unsupervised swimming can be enjoyed at all campground 
and picnic areas. Change houses are available at Cedar Spring. 

If you wish to see Flowerpot, several commercial water- 
taxis provide frequent sight-seeing excursions from Tobermory, 
They permit ample time for you to visit the caves and flowerpot 
formations, unique to this island, 

You will find the map on the reverse side of this pamphlet 
a useful reference regarding the park's facilities, It is not, 
however, intended for use in navigation. If you are planning 
to cruise the 30,000 Islands we suggest that you obtain nautical 
charts 2202 for the park area and 2239, which covers the coast 
from Waubaushene to Christian Island. Chart 2235 is useful for 
those cruising the tip of the Bruce Peninsula and Flowerpot 
Island. You can buy these from the Canadian Hydrographic 
Service, Department of Energy, Mines and Resources, 615 Booth 
Strect, Ottawa, or at most marinas, hardware and sporting goods 
stores in the are: 


Advance planning is essential 
Georgian Bay Islands National Park is in the heart of Ontario's 
vacation land. The surrounding waters offer a wide selection 

of recreational activities — swimming, boating, scuba diving, 
snorkelling and fishing, Anglers — you'll need an Ontario 
fishing licence. Whether you plan to spend a day or two weeks, 
you'll never be at a loss for something to do, However, a word 
of caution — be sure to stock up on your equipment and supplies 
before leaving the mainland. There are no refreshment booths 
or vending machines on the park islands. Everything you need 
must be carried with you. As an added precaution, keep your 
food in animal-proof containers, 


Understanding leads to greater enjoyment 

The famous Canadian Group of Seven captured the beauty of 
this part of Canada in many of their paintings. The natural 
environment is extremely complex. The hard granit \d gneiss 
rock of the southern islands has changed relatively little in the 
past 8,000 years, whereas the soft limestone of Flowerpot Island 
has been croded and sculptured by wind and waves, 
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Beausoleil Island is one of the last refuges of the Massa- 
sauga rattlesnake. This timid reptile rarcly comes close to people, 
preferring to remain undisturbed in the swamp or marshy areas 
where food is plentiful, The Massasauga is an endangered species, 
and if you should see one, do not provoke or try to kill it. Its 
Venom is poisonous and could be dangerous. 

To increase your holiday enjoyment, we urge you to partici- 
pate in the park interpretive program. It will provide you with 
insight into how climate, waters, islands, plants and animals 
¢ inter-related and it will make your stay here much more 
rewarding. Through guided walks, group discussions, and film 
and slide shows, you will learn much about the Georgian Bay 
environment. As well, you can examine displays in the Interpre- 
live Centre near Cedar Spring, or explore the self-guiding 
nature trails now under development on Beausoleil Island. 

Throughout the summer season, park staf is also on hand 
on Flowerpot Island. 

To familiarize you with the interpretive program, printed 
schedules are displayed throughout the park and are available 
from park staff. 
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A heron rookery on Grey Island 
Une colonie de hérons sur Vile Grey 


A dash of history 
Georgian Bay Islands National Park was established in 1929. 

Originally, the Indians called Beausoleil "Pemedenagog” 
meaning “lying across the channel”. It is believed that it 
eventually became known as “Beausoleil”” because a French 
fur trader and fisherman of that name lived and traded on 
the island. 

Champlain may well have camped at the south point of 
Beausoleil during the winter of 1615, as such an encampment is 
mentioned in his diary. It is also quite probable that, during the 
flight from Saint-Marie-among-the-Hurons to Christian Island in 
1648, several Hurons and Jesuit missionaries temporarily 
established themselves near Chapel Point 

In the 19th century and early 1900s, an Indian village 
occupied the present Interpretive Centre area on Beausoleil 
Evidence of their dwellings is apparent on the open plain, 
the West shore of Frying Pan Bay, Tonch Point and the Cin- 
cinnati area on the southeast shoreline. 
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Flowerpot Island is steeped in mythical history. Local 
legend indicates that this island of “flowerpots” and caves was 
shrouded in ancient taboos, keeping the tiny island inviolate 
from Indian habitation. 


It's yours to enjoy 

Once again we urge you to participate in our park interpretive 
program. There is so much to be seen and even more to learn in 
Georgian Bay Islands National Park. It mirrors the natural 
beauty and exemplifies the endless diversity of this land in which 
we live. Whether you are looking for a stimulating outdoor ex- 
perience or quiet relaxation, it’s all here. Enjoy it! When you hav 
to leave, we wish you a safe journey and hope that you will retur 
again soon. 


Additional information 
More specific information is available by asking any member of 
the park staff or by writing: 


Superintendent, 

Georgian Bay Istands National Park, 
Box 28, 

Honey Harbour, 

Ontario 
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